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Book we should hardly hare detected in it any incompleteness".
Locke's design, however, as he explains it himself, was " to inquire
into the original, certainty, and extent of human knowledge, together
with the grounds and degrees of belief, opinion, and assent" (Book L
ch. i. section 2); and these are, almost in so many words, the headings
of chapters of the Fourth Book. The Essay is more than empirical
psychology; it is a theory of knowledge; and the whole would be
incomplete without the discussions in Bk. IV. as to the " extent" and
" reality " of our knowledge, " universal" and " trifling " proposition,
our knowledge of existence, and the spheres of probability, reason, and
faith, to which the theory of the origin of our ideas in Bk. IL is in
fact only preliminary. r , a -,
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As if Messrs. Blackwood's set of " Philosophical Classics" were
not enough, there is published simultaneously by Messrs. Sampson
Low & Co. a series of "English Philosophers". The Editor's Preface,
given in the second and later issued of the two volumes here placed to-
gether, draws the lines on which the present series is to be conducted :
— " We seek to lay before the reader what each English Philosopher
thought and wrote about, the problems with which he dealt, not what
we may think he ought to have thought or written. Criticism will be
suggested rather than indulged in, and these volumes will be exposi-
tions rather than reviews. . . . In the summary will be found a
general survey of the main criticisms that have been passed upon the
Philosopher who forms the subject of the work," It may be doubted
whether it is possible to carry out such a programme. Of course all
are agreed that an undistorted statement of the philosopher's views is
the rine qua non of an exposition; but an organic account of the
philosophic systems of the past cannot be given except by one who
estimates them from a point of vantage. We ask from him only that
his standing-ground be not so narrow as to cramp his powers of appre-
ciation and his historic sense, as he assigns to each particular
philosopher his share in the collective work of philosophy. The
function of criticism may be denied, but it will assert itself in every
case. I t is implied even in the process of bringing out into relief the
distinctive and really important doctrines of the philosopher who is
being treated. A perfectly uncolouied account of a philosophy would
be nothing better than a mere lifeless abstract of ite author's works.
And a public which has little enough taste for the philosophers in the
original, where thought is wedded to illustration, and the transition
from point to point is made with the needed fulness of argument, will
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hardly be won by summaries which want both the freshness and
the fulness.

Some of these remarks have been suggested by Mr. Farrer's Adam
Smith, with which the present series opens. The book iteelf does not
call for much notice: but it is to be hoped that the other contributors
will take a higher view of their task than Mr. Farrer has done. Adam
Smith is treated in the baldest and- narrowest sense as the author of
the Tlieory of Moral Sentiments; and what Mr. Farrer has given us
is substantially a condensed reprint of that book, stripped of all that
makes it agreeable reading in ite original form. The divisions of the
original are followed with the exception of a few transpositions which,
commend themselves to Mr. Farrer's sense of order. Prefixed is a
short biography of Adam Smith, and appended is some account of the
objections raised by Jouffroy and Dr. Thomas Brown to the founding
of morality on sympathy. These, it is said, " will best serve to
illustrate what have been considered the weak points in the general
theory". This method of criticism at second hand is eminently
unsatisfactory. We do not wish to know what Jouffroy or Dr.
Thomas Brown thought about Adam Smith; we want some one
standing in the current of present-day thought who will speak with
authority and lay his hand both on the weak and the strong places of
the theories he examines.

Professor Monck's Hamilton contrasts very favourably with the
Adam Smith. A certain dryness of treatment is the only fault that
can be found with it The information is very closely packed, and it
is probable that the book will be of more value to those who already
know Hamilton's works than to such as are approaching him for the
first time. The former class will welcome it as a studiously, even
laboriously, fair account of the Hamiltonian doctrines. Views which
were elaborated by Hamilton at different times and in different con-
nexions, and which, if not irreconcilable, were at least left unrecon-
ciled by their author, are brought together by Professor Monck and
shaped into such consistency as the materials allow of. Professor
Monck is not bound in any scholastic sense to the Hamiltonian
doctrines, but his general sympathy with the thought he is expound-
ing enables him to construct Hamilton, so to speak, from the inside. He
has conscientiously endeavoured to put the best sense on his author's
words, and his sympathy often leads him to a point of view from
which seeming discrepancies may be reconciled. The echoes of the
controversy caused by Mill's Examination linger subtly in the book,
affecting a statement here and there; but Professor Monck's account
of Hamilton is a more sober and accurate estimate than it was possible
to obtain in the heat of the controversy. The disjecta membra, of Sir W.
Hamilton stood much in need of such a service as is here rendered
them; and quite independently of the ultimate value of Hamilton's
views and speculations, Professor Monck's book is a valuable contri-
bution to the study of the subject. Its value lies not so much in
anything new that it offers as in its summation of results; it is clear
and compact, and likely to be of permanent use to the student r . c -.
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